OFFICE OF
TOWN CLERK

SUZANNE WITHERS, CMC/AAE/CMMC
1IMC CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL CLERK
MEMBER - IIMC ACADEMY FOR
ADVANGED EDUCATION
CERTIFIED MASS. MUNICIPAL CLERK

148R PECK STREET
REHOBOTH, MA 02769-3099

TEL. (508} 252-6502

FAX {508) 252-5342

April 22, 1996

T hereby certify that at the second session of the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Rehoboth,
held on April 16, 1996, at 7:30 p.m. in the Palmer River School, Winthrop St., Rehoboth, with a
quorum present, the following was voted:

ARTICLE 21. VOTED to accept the Provisions of MGL Chapter 152 of the Acts of 1995, "An
Act Authorizing the Establishment of the Rehoboth Water District".

Attest:

/,>‘;é'ﬁm/r\u- \\_;}Af{ﬁ,(,é/

Suzanne Withers, Town Clerk
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“hsaid town and residing within the territorial boundaries of the municipal cor-

tirty and affairs,
i

S 1902
-
‘ chaprer /0 o=

T HE COMMONWEALTH oF MASSABACHUSETTS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-five

AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT Of THE REHOBOTH WATER DISTRICT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court

assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The inhabitants of the town of Rehoboth, liable to taxation in

poration known as the town of Rehoboth, shall constitute a water district and

are hereby made 4 body corporate by the name of the Rehoboth water district,

ihereinafter called the district, for the purposes of supplying themselves with

iwater for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic and other purposes,

with the power to establish wells and hydrants and to relocate and discontinue

<he same, to regulate the use of such water and, after a legal vote of a duly

authorized body, to £ix and collect rates to be paid therefor. and for the
purposes of assessing and raising funds as provided herein for the payment of

such services, and for the defraying of the expenses of carrying on the busi-

nereafter in force

ness of the district, subject to all General Laws now oI

relating to such districts, except as otherwise provided herein. The district
g 2]

shall have the power to prosecute and defend all actions relating to its prop-

-

the district, after a two-thirds

= SECTION 2. For the aforesaid purpeses,
i

te at a district meeting, may authorize the board of water commissioners to:

(a) contract with any mupicipality, acting through its water department,

company, or with any water district for the purchase or saie

of whatever water mav be reguired, and may enter into contracts as may be nec-

essfry to effectuate the purposes of this act;

(b) supply water to persons outside of the district with the permission

of the water district, provided however, that a district meeting shall autho-

|

ize any extension of such services outside the dist-ice;
s l

"

domain under the provisicns of chapter seventy-nine

Laws, or acguire by lease, purchase, or otherwise,

i

i

i (c) take by eminen:
i

J -

tor eighty A of the General

»r=isn therecf, cf any pond,

znd holé, the waters, ©r any po spring or siream,




290
or any ground sources of water supply by means of driven, artesian or other
lvells, within the tercitorial limits of the town of Rehoboth and the water and

i
rflcwage tights connected with any such water soutces; may take aforesaid, or

kacquire by purchase or otherwise, and hold all lands, rights of way and other
ieasements necessary for collecting, storing, holding, purifying and preserving
the purity of the water and for conveying the same to any part of the distcict
and for cartylng out the purposes of sald distrlet:; provided, however, that no
source of lands hecessary for preserving the quality of such water shall be
taken without flrat obtaining the advice and approval of the department of en-
ivironmen:al protectlon; and provided further, that the location and arrange-
%ent of all dams, reservoirs, springs, wells, pumping, purification and
filtration plants and other such wWaterworks as may be necessary in carrying

out the proviasions of this act shall be subject to the approval of said de-

partment;

(d} <construct and maintain on lands acquired or held under this act prop-—
er dams, wells, springs, reservoirs, standplpes, tanks, purmplng plants, bujild-
ings, fixtures and other sktrucktures, including the establishment and mainte-
nance of filtration beds and purification works or systems, and may make exca-
vatlons, procure and bperate machinery and provide other such means and appli-~
ances, and do such other things as may be necessary for the establishment and
maintenance of complete and effective waterworks; and for that purpose may
construct pipe lines, wells and reservoirs, and establish pumping works, and
mey construct, lay, acquire and maintain aqueducts, conduits, pipes and other
works under or over land, water courses, railroads, railways and public or

Other ways, in said town, in such manner as not unnecessarily to obstruct

same;

{e} fer the purpose of constructing, laying, maintaining, opecating, and

tepairing such aqueducts, conduits, pipes and cther works, and for the pur~

poses of this act, dig up or raise and embank any such lands, highways, or

Other ways in such a manner as to cause the least hinderance to public travel

ion such way: however, that the manner in which all things are done upon any
isuch way shall be subject to the direction of the becard of selectmen and any

other permitting authority of the town in which such lands, highways, cr other

sjways are leccared;

{f) enter wupsn any lands for the purposes of making surveys, test wells

or pits and borings, or any of them, and may take or otherwice acguire the




wight to occupy temporarily any lands necessary for the construction ¢f any

wark or for any purpose authorized by this act;

{g) from time to time sell such real property of the district as shall,
in the opinion of its board of water commissioners as hereinafter provided
for, be no longer useful in the affairs of the district: pravided however,
that the district meeting shall awthorize each such sale;

{h) employ personnel and may engage architectural., engineering, account-
ing, management, legal, financial and environmental consulting and other pro-
fessional services:

(I} bill customers of the district and collect amounts owing under Euch
bills directly; . -

{7) do all things necessary, convenient or desirable for carrying out the
jpurposes of this act or the powers expressly granted or necessarily implied by
!this act including, but not limited to enacting regulations reasonably neces-
sary to accomplish the purposes of this act.

SECTION 3. Any person sustaining dJamages in his property by any -taking

under this act or anv other thing done under authority thereof may recover
such damages from the district under the provisions of chapter seventy-nine or
\

chapter eighty A of the General Laws; but the non-exclusive taking of water,

Ewater right or water source, or injury thereto, shall not vest until wazer is
}

actually withdrawn or diverted under autheority of this act,

SECTION 4. The district, for the purposes of paying the costs of, and ex-
penses incurred in connection with, the taking or acquisition of the proper=~
ities of the Rehoboth water district as hereinafter provided, and for putting

i
i
!
i
|
|

such properties in a satisfactory condition as may be in the district's opin-

ion needed and as approved by the department of environmental protection, may,

from time to time, borrow such sums as may be necessary, and may issue bonds

i
|
I
1
i
i
'

"or notes therefor, which shall be payable in not less than thirty vears from

I
atheir dates and shall bear on their face the words Rehoboth Water Districe

ﬁLoan Lect of nineteen hundred and ninety-five. Any bond issued pursuant to the

Lpreceding sentence shall not be included in the amount of debt which is sub-

Yject to limit prescribed by sections eight, nine, and ten oI chapter forty-

:Z

~four of the General Laws. The district, for the purpose of paying the neces-
.

"sary expenses and liabilities incurred under this act may, from time to time,

:borrow such acdditional sums as mav be necessary, not exceeding in the aggre-

azte, the amounts permittec by law to be borrowed by water districss, and mavw
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issue bonds or notes therefor which shall bear on their face the words
Rehoboth Water District Loan and other such distinguishing designation as may
be determined by the board of water commissioners. The district may borrow
from Lime to time sums as may be necessary for the purposes of this act in an-
ticipation of revenue. Indebtedness incurred under this act shall be autho-
rized by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of all the members
of the water district, and shall be upon Eull faith and credit of the @&is-
trict. All notes issued under the provisions of this act shall be obligatory

upon the district and its members and the property within the district accord-

ing to the tenor ané purport thereof.

SECTION 5. The district, after two-thirds majority vote at a district
meeting and acting by and through saié board of water commissioners, may es-
tablish and operate a separate account classified as Water Supply Materials
Bnterprise Fundéd for the purpose of storage and sale of water supply pumps,
ipiping appurtenances ané other materials. such account shall be maintained by
the treasurer, and all receipts, revenues and funds from any source derived,
from all sales and rental of water supply materials and equipment shall be Ge-
posited into such separate account. The treasurer may invest the funds in
such separate account in the manner authorized by section fifty-five A of
chapter forty-four of the General Laws. Any interest earned thereon shall be
credited to and become part of such account. The books and records for the
account shzll be maintained in accordance with generally accepted accounting
principals and in accordance with the requirements of section thirty-eight of
chapter forty of the General Laws.

SECTION 6. The board £ water commissioners, upon vote of the district,
may, subjec: to the provisions of law, fix just and equitable fees, prices,
and rates for the use of water and the extension or expansion of its water-
iworks ané shall prescribe the time and manner of payment. Motwithstanding the

Hforegoing, such prices and rates shall be fixed and adjusted so as to provide

i
funds at least sufficient for each fiscal vear, together with other revenues

and funds of the district, if any, to pay the full cost of operation of the

igisrrict for such fiscal year, ineluding all current expenses; all costs of

;maintenance, repair and replacement, including the establishment of reascnable
. M

1sinking funds, replacement reserves and other similar funds in accordance with

:generally accepted accounting principals, as cetermined by the board of water

commissioners to be necessary or desirable to be funded 25 current expenses:




jand all other amounts which the district may be obligated to pay or provide hy
law ¢r contract. Such prices and rates shall be reviewed at least annually
and, as necessary, shall be revised. If in any fiscal year an assessment has
been levied upon the inhabitants of the district under the provisions of sec—
tion seven, the board of water commissioners shall fix such prices and rates
for the use of water as to raise within the shortest practical period as de-
termined by the board of water commissioners the amount of such assessment.
If there should be a net surplus remaining at the end of any fiscal year after
the payment of all costs of operation, such net surplus may be applied to pay
the costs ©f operation for the district for the succeeding fiscal year. The
fiscal year of the district shall commence on July first and end on Sune thir-
tieth, or as otherwise provided in the by-laws of the district.

SECTION 7. 1If for any reason the revenues and available funds of the dis-
trict, including revenues from prices and rates for the use of water as pro-
vided in section six, shall be determined by the board of water commissioners
not to be sufficient to pay the full cast of operation of the district, said
bodrd of water commissioners upon authorization by a two-thirds vote of the
water district, may levy an assessment upon the property of the district, and
promptly thereafter the clerk of the district shall apportion the amount of

said assessment among the property subject to assessment under this act in the

town of Rehoboth in proportion to the assessor's valuation of said property in
the town and shall furnish a certified copy of the vote impesing said assess-—
ment together with appertionment of the assessment, to the assessors of said
town, who shall levy said assessment on the property within the district in
the same manner in all respects in which town taxes are reguirec by law to be

assessed. No estate shall be subject to any assessment on account of the sys-—

tem of water supply under this act if, in the judgment of the board of water

commissioners, after a hearing, due notice whereof shall be given, such estate

is so situated that the buildings thereon are not supplieé with water from

)
I . .

)said system in any manner, but all other estates in the <cistrict shall be
i

M Geemed to be benefited and shall be subject to such assessment, A certified
it

klist of estates exempt Zrom assessment under this section shall be sent by
i

; said board cf water commissioners tg sald assesscrs, at the same time at which
r .. , .

! the clerk shall send a certified copy of the vote as aforesaid.

i
f

The assescments shall be committed to the district collector. hereinafter

provicded v, who shall collect said assessment in the manner providsd by  law
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i
ifor the collection of town assessments, and shall deposit the proceeds thereof
iwith the district treasurer for the use and benefit of the district. The dis-
trict may collect interest on overdue assessments in the manper in which in-
terest is authorlzed to be collected on town assessments; provided, however
that the board of water commissioners at the time of voting to levy the as-
sessment shall so determine and shall so fix a time when said assessment shall
be due.

SECTION 8. The management and control of all property acquireé¢ by, and
the exercise of all powers, privileges, and duties conferred upon, the dis-
trict pursuant to any provisions of this act shall be vested in-;nd exércised
by the water district except where a power or duty is expressly delegated to
the board of water commissioners by this act.

SECTION 9. ™The district shall, after acceptance of this act, elect by
ballot, either at the same meeting at which this act shall have been accepted
| or thereinafter, at an annual district meeting or at a special meeting called
for said purpose, five persons to hold office, one until the expiratrion of one
year, two until the expiration of two vears, and two until the rexpiration of
three years from the day of the next succeeding annial district meeting to
constitute a board of water commissioners; and at every annual disirict meet-
ing following such next succeeding annual district meeting the number of such
commissioners as terms expire during that year shall be elected by ballot for
Ea term of three vears. The date of the next annual meeting shall be fixed by
law or by vote of the board of water commissioners; provided, however, that im
no event shall it be later than fifteen months subseguent to the date on which
the water commissioners were first eilected. The first distric: meeting shall
!be called by the board of selectmen of the town of Rehobeth within swe months

Iof the acceptance hereof by a town meeting of the town of Rehoboth. The clerk

3
it

i
gishal} cause notice of the time and place of the first district meeting o be
i
i

ublished in a newspaper of general circulation in said town for two consecu-

"tive weeks, the second notice of which shall appear not fewer than seven days

pefore the meeting.

The distriect meeting may annually appropriate funds for purposes specified
! for the district in this act, and for any purpose permitted to water districts

! by the General Laws. All of the authcrity granted to the district by this

, act, not otherwise specifically delegated to the water commissioners, shall be

L

vested in the water district.
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i At the meeting at which said water commissioners are first elected and at
Eeach district meeting held thereafter, the district shall elect by ballot,
each for such terms as it may determine, a clerk and a treasurer for the dis-
trict. The treasurer shall give bond to the district in such an amount as may
be approved by said board with a surety company authorized to do business in
the commonwealth as a surety.

A majority of said board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business. Any vacancy occurring in the membership of the board of water com-
missioners from any cause may be filled for the remainder of the unexpired
term by the district at a'lecal meeting called for that purpose. No money
shall be drawn from éhe treasury on the district on account of its waterworks
except upon written notice of said board, or a majority of them, to the dis-
trict treasurer.

SECTION 10. Whoever contaminates, corrupts, pollutes, or diverts any
source of water used or reserved for use by the district, or any water ob-
tained or supplied under this act, or injures any reservoir, well, standpipe,
agueduct, pipe or other property owned or used by the éistrict for any of the
purposes of this act, -shall be liable for and pay to the district the dis-
ltrict's cost of assessing, remedving and removing such contamination, corrup-
tion, pollution, diversion or injury, and for the district's costs, expenses
and attorney's fees to be recovered in an action of tort. Any person convict-
"ed of a violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than
ten thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year or both.

| SECTION 11. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the town of

Rehoboth.

; House of Representatives, September 9'7 , 1995,

E Passed to be enacted, o peaker.
H 5 7 Fa
i

I
i
! In Senate, September ;7, 1995,

Passed to be enacted, - " W H/f—.—}%@/ . president.
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{ 0 A hen , 1995,
Approved,

5’:5’Z‘f7ﬂ

Governor.




